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At the other extremity of our native land, the Church is in an 
ecually perilous position, While tne people of the Latin 6 ot Lwow are 06 
forced. to leave their homes in ever growing numbers, the largest extant pranch oí tae ; 
Catholic Church belonging to the eastern rite, tne Greek Uniate Archdiocese of Twow and 
ana the dioceses of Przemyšl, and Stanislawöw, are subject to ruthless pressure wita the 
purpose of disrupting their Union with Rome, After having finally resumed communion wlth 
the Holy See in the beginning of the XVIII century, these Gioceses had peacefully 
developed their peculiar forms of religious life for over two centuries, At tne out” 
break of war in 1939, they numbered 3,000,000 persons, the remnant of the great Uniage 
community which, before the Partitions, represented about one third of the population 


ese 


of the Polish Republic, 


In spite of political struggles which were violent at times, RE 
religious position in the past remained unchanged and the attachment of the Uniates to 
their Church was always remarkable, Now after the many trials and evil influences 
attendant on the German occupation, these dioceses have been depraved of their bishops, 
The Metropolitan of Iwöw,iigr,Slipyj and the Bishop of Stanislaw Mer, Chomyszyn, have 
recently died in prison at Kiev, and the Bishop of Przemysl, is out of touch with the 
parts of his diocese situated beyond the newly established frontier line, The old menas 
calculated to subordinate the Uniate Church to the Orthodox Church organization, are 
being applied anew in a way vividly remissent of. the days of NicholasI, A “Committee 
of Initiative for the Transference of the Greek Catholics to Orthodoxy" has been set up 
under the Chairmanship of Dr,H.Kostelnik of رز‎ and it is to this Committee that the 
administration of the Uniate Church has been transferred, Only 42 Uniate priests have 
submitted to the new dispensation, but the renainder , about 2600 in number, are struggling 
against great odds as the Soviet Union nas decided to extend the jurisdiction of the 
new Patriarch of Moscow to the Uniate Church of Poland, 


In a similar spirit, the Provisional Polish Goverment in 
Warsaw is being urged by the Moscow Government to transfer such Uniates as live under its 
administration across the frontier, and many thousands have already suffered that fate, 
producing a further painful breach in the ranks of the Uniates, 


| We realise the difficulty of the present political situation, 
but we! are confident that Catholics in all countries will spare no effort to come to: 
the aid of the Church in Eastern Poland, 


Dr, Piotr Siekanowicz Józef Godlewski, 

Chairman of the Association for Polish ao E — 

South Hastern Provinges, Chairman of the Association for 
Polish North Eastern Provinces, 
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